[Semiologic study of chronic perennial and permanent paranasal sinus dysfunction. Prevalence of symptoms].
Rhino-sinus dysfunction is associated with several symptoms: nasal obstruction, anterior and posterior rhinorrhea, episodes of sneezing, painful or heavy feeling in the face, taste and smell disorders. Certain manifestations have an impact on the pharynx, the larynx or the tracheobronchial tree. This prospective study was conducted in 449 consecutive patients who consulted over an 18-months period from November 1995 to May 1997. The objective was to determine the symptom pattern, main disease of the nasal cavities and paranasal sinuses which were involved: chronic rhinitis, anterior sinusitis, bilateral and symmetric pansinusitis with or without nasosinus polyps. In the first part of the study, the frequency of different symptoms were determined for the main nasosinus diseases. Statistical analysis of the correlations between symptoms and diseases provided a specific approach to symptoms.